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not even Franco himself, can predict the answer
with certainty. Anyone who is impartially interested
can but consider the known facts and formulate
his own degree of hope.
There is still one more question concerning
Franco's internal policy to which no answer has yet
been given ; does he intend to restore the monarchy ?
To us it may seem a mere formality, deciding only
who should be the ultimate figurehead, Franco or a
king. But in Nationalist Spain, it is an issue with
which many are vitally concerned, and on which
there is no general agreement.
In the first place, quite apart from any aristo-
cracy of money or of power which might flourish
in the Nationalist State, the restoration of the
monarchy in any form would give new life and
new importance to Spain's aristocracy of blood.
Even in Republican days, that aristocracy was a
more real entity than in most other European
countries. Franco has recognised their contribution
to his cause. " I feel/1 he said, " that I must
mention the Spanish aristocracy who are more than
ever in the history of Spain fulfilling their duty in
the most admirable way. Not to mention the
many examples of abnegation' and self-sacrifice
which are to be found generally in all classes of
the population, I believe that the noble families
whose male members are not in the majority at
the front can be counted on the fingers of one hand.
Many, many of them knew how to die facing the